THE TABLE OF THE HEART
By

Joan Kessl er

M NETTE is trying to put Assorted Closet Itens and Boxes back into the
Closet. One Box is set aside, and an O d Brief Case with a Key Lock is

seen. JCE enters unseen with Brief Case, Mil,

M N

and Fl owers.

| don't get it. There's one less box. Wy

doesn't this work?

JOE
It's the nature of the universe,
understand it.

M N
Joe! You scared ne.
(sees Flowers)
Oh, how sweet! Thank you, honey!

M N and JOE enbr ace.
JOE

Yeah, happy anni versary.
(1 ooki ng through Mil)

I"mstill getting letters fromthat

Book

Club. | haven't ordered anything in,
don't even know, five years. You'd think
they'd get a clue. Wat are you working

on?

M N

| was | ooking for sonething. You're hone

early.

Joe notices his AOd Brief Case. During the follow ng, he checks that it
is still locked, checks his Key Ring where he finds the Key, then takes

add Brief Case and hides it behind the Desk.

JOE

You' re al ways noving things. Wy do

do that?

M N

you

Because |'mgood at it. What happened at

wor k?

JOE

| can't find anything when you clean. |
was al nost late this norning because
couldn't find ny socks. | like themin the
bottom drawer, they're closer to ny feet.

| had to inspect a new building but the new

owners were nmissing a permt so
ri ght back downtown.

sent them

(readi ng)
Looks like Sue Grafton's nearing the end of
her career. "Z is for Zero More
Mysteri es".

M N



You al ways hated her titles. You said they
were too boring to nmake you want to read
t he books.

JCE
| read her stuff. Just not ny thing.
prefer Chandl er and Hammett, and Spill ane.
What is this trend with adult witers now,
everyone suddenly witing for kids?

M N
Wiy don't you order sonething and find out.

JCE
These book clubs rip you off. Don't forget
we have reservations for tonight.

M N
| haven't forgotten.

JOE finally notices the Box.

JOE
What's this?

M N
Happy Anniversary Joe!

JOE renpves the Box to reveal an Od Typewiter - it has been custom zed
to include a sword with a heart-shaped hilt.

M N ( CONT' D)
It's Sir Renmington, the Swift and Trusty.
Abl e to percy publishing houses in one

page.

JCE
| thought | got rid of it.

M N
You did. | didn't. | had it tucked away
so well | alnost couldn't find it.

JCE
Wiy did you do this, Mnette? | didn't
want it anynore. | told you.

M N

You were being hasty and | didn't want you
to regret it later. Besides, Sir Rem ngton
here delivered your proposal to ne.

M N (CONT' D)
| thought it would bring back sone romantic
nmenories for us tonight.

JCE
It doesn't.
M N
Well, give it a mnute. It always needed
time to warmup. It's peculiar that way.
JCE

It's a worn out steel-plated burden. A
nmuseum pi ece. You should have left it



where you found it. You should have
respected ny decision and left it at that.

(pause)
Thanks for getting the oil changed, |
didn't have tine. [|'Il take a | ook at the
shower tonorrow. | don't want to get

nmessed up before dinner. Wre you okay
without it today?

M N
Ch yeah. | didn't go to the office. |
just e-mailed The Weekly Nei ghbor after
editing this norning. And | was on the
phone with your nmomfor quite a while.

JCE
Ch. Did you have a nice |isten?
M N
i ke hearing her stories about you. She
kes to remenber. |It's sweet. And she

I
l'i
likes me to reassure her that | amtaking
care of you.

M N (CONT' D)
And that you're taking care of me. What
tine is the reservation?

JCE
Six o' clock. There's a gane on at eight,
so that should be fine. O, was there
sonet hing you wanted to watch toni ght?

M N
No, there's nothing. | guess |I'll go get
cl eaned up.
JCE
Mn, I"'msorry but | didn't ask you to save

it. You digit up after all these years.
How did you think 1'd react?

M N
It's been a long tine | know, but, vyou
can't sinply discard sonething like this
and expect to go on. As if it never
exi sted. That was the heart and soul of
your life.

JCE
If it nmeans so much to you, you keep it.
Use it for a potted plant or sonething.

M N
| don't need a potted plant, Joe.
JCE
I"'msure you'll find sone use for it
M N
Wel | at |east you're consulting ne this
ime. You know what, fine. |It's gone.

(Doorbell is heard)

JOE



It was gone four years ago

JCE answers the door - a Man with a dipboard and blue Recycling Bin is
reveal ed

PERCY

Hello. 1'mhere for the recycling.
JCE

Excuse ne?
PERCY

Percy's Pick-Ups. You have a typewiter,
bl ack, not seen the light of day in four
years,

PERCY ( CONT' D)
listed here as 57MB4/ @? Sir Rem ngton
Sonet hi ng?

JOE
Yeah.

PERCY
I"'mhere to collect. 211 Longfellow Drive?
Thursday? Maybe this is a bad tine.

JCE
Ch no. M wife was just dragging ne
t hrough the mud of Menory Lane.

M N
It's right over here. Do you need a hand
with it? Joe give hima hand with it.

PERCY
| got it. She's ny final pick-up, then I'm
goi ng Hone.

JCE

You saved it all this tine to give to ne on
our anniversary and then have it taken
away? GCh that's romantic.

M N
| didn't call him

JCE
Then what are you...? Wo are you again?

M N
He's a godsend, solving all our problens.

PERCY
WIIl you look at that. It's a classic.
Real | y good shape, too. Mnd if I, uh..
PERCY strikes a key.

PERCY ( CONT' D)
| love that sound.

JCE
What is all this? Wuo sent you here?

M N



I am not
t hought s.

What difference does it nake? You want to
get rid of it. He wants to take it. [I'IlI
get the door.

JCE
Wait a minute. | thought you wanted it.
Isn't that why you' ve kept it all these
years? Sentinental value?

M N
Yeah, nmaybe. But there's been a change of
heart.

PERCY
Sounds |ike you're having second thoughts
Joe.
JCE

havi ng second
But if it means

sonet hi ng. .

M N exits.

PERCY
(overl appi ng)
Geat. |If you two could just

sign here. Soneone wll be
really happy to get this.

JCE
You're going to give this to just anyone?
PERCY
You have any objections?
JCE
No. It's just, my nother'll be
di sappointed. It's an heirl oom
M N
| thought it was a worn out steel-plated
burden. | think I'lIl skip dinner Joe.
JCE
Worren.
PERCY
W1l she be gone long? 1'll need her

signature as well.

JCE
Wiy do they get so attached to things?
They save everything. They won't let go.
You shoul d see the closets around here.
You need a hard hat just to hang up your

coat .
PERCY
Who' s i dea was kni ght hood?
JOE
Mn's. W used to have this...idea...

don't know. It was stupid. She said
somet hi ng about guaranteeing it serve
faithfully, or die trying.



PERCY
Worren.  Hel pl ess ronmanti cs.

JCE
I think it's "hopel ess".

PERCY
Ch, | don't know about that.

JCE
Where's your clipboard, I'll sign that
paper .

PERCY hands i pboard and pen - Feather Pen - to JCE

JCE (CONT' D)
Wait. Let's have a drink first. W'l
conmenorate the evening. Sonething |ost,
somnet hi ng gai ned.

PERCY
What exactly are you | osing?
JOE
A false future. | nmistook talent for

vocation. An anusing mstake. To your
real self be true.

PERCY
"Let not nercy and truth forsake thee:
wite themupon the table of thine heart."

JOE
Hal | el ui ah.

PERCY
The key to bliss.

THEY clink glasses & drink. PERCY chokes, coughing up a Key.

PERCY ( CONT' D)

Ch no.
JCE
You coughed up a key.
PERCY
Yeah. | wonder what it's for.

JOE exami nes the Key. He suddenly checks his Key Ring; one is mssing.

JOE
Ch this can't be..

JOE retrieves his AOd Brief Case. The Key unlocks it.
JOE ( CONT' D)
How did you get ny key?
Who are you? Wiat do you
want here?

PERCY



(Overl appi ng)
It was an accident, | didn't
nmean to do that when | said
that, but then you said, too,
t hat was an Assisted Mracle,
if you could both just sign
here | can Leave You in Peace.

JCE
| want the truth! Did you just say "l eave
you i n peace"?

PERCY

That's general |y what we do.
JCE

Uh- huh.
PERCY

You're having a little trouble with this,
aren't you? |It's because |'m not num nous.
O lum nous, even. Although, technically,
hal os are a result of a fourth century
artist novenent. Many people don't know

t hat .

JOE
Halos. So you're...well, are you...aml in
bi g troubl e?

PERCY

Oh, no, no, no, no, no. You're thinking of
Azreal. No, |I'mjust the household
variety. Although we are in the sane
triad.

PERCY ( CONT' D)
Third. |'mjust here for the signatures,
and a hundred and fifty seven points.

JCE
Do you mind if |I have another...?

PERCY
No. Do you mind if |I don't join you?

JCE
O course not. Don't drink and...Wat are
the points for? Sone kind of conmm ssion?

PERCY
You could say that. | have until tonight
to reach ny quota.
JCE
Wi ch is?
PERCY
Five hundred nillion and three.
JCE
Jesus! \Where are you at?
PERCY
Four hundred ninety-nine mllion, nine-

hundr ed ni nety-ni ne thousand, eight hundred
and forty-six. And I'mkind of on a
deadl i ne here.



JCE
If it's not too personal, what is it you
did? | nmean | didn't know you coul d do
anyt hi ng wrong.

PERCY
| was sent to answer a prayer. And when
saw her, | wanted very much to be the

answer. She threw away her dreanms for ne.
| got scared.

PERCY ( CONT' D)
Maybe it's the gravity, the gravity of
responsi bility. Does something to us down
here, it's really overwhelning. O course,
you're born to it.

JCE
I"mnot so sure that it nakes it any
easi er. Just out of curiosity, what happens
to you if you don't get all your signatures
tonight? Do you have to start all over?

PERCY
If, for sone reason, | fail tonight, | roam
the earth a soul ess man, never to return
Hone. Everyday reninded of what | could
have had, and everyday unable to forget why
it isn't so.

JCE
What's it |ike? Wen you're, you know, up
t here?
PERCY
(pause)

Do you remenber the nonment that you knew
you were in love? It's |like that noment,
times infinity. Geat phrase, "in |ove".

JCE
Do | sign here?

PERCY
Yes, Sir.

JOE signs, MN enters.
M N
Wul d you mind | ooking at the shower.
Pl ease.

JCE
Yeah. Sure.

JOE exits taking his Od Brief Case with him

M N

Aren't you taking this?
PERCY

Sure. If you could just sign here.
M N

Didn't Joe signit?

PERCY



| need signatures fromboth parties.

M N
| don't know why you want to give this
away. You could get a lot of noney for it.
| mean without the decorations.

PERCY
It's not about the nobney. | collect broken
dreanms and recycle them This typewiter
is an ugly duckling about to becone soneone
el se' s swan.

M N
| see. Percy. That's short for Percival,
isn'"t it, | likeit. Do you believe in
"happily ever after', Percy?

PERCY
It's kind of an occupational hazard.

M N
W had it coming to us. The story book
romance. The fairy tale ending. W
struggled at first, but we knew where we
were headed. W could always just see it on
t he horizon, that sunset we were riding
into. Then one critic slanmed him

JCE enters unseen with A d Brief Case.

M N ( CONT' D)
Said his material read like a "lovesick
antiquity". One critic. You know | pulled
this out of the trash. | kept it at his

not her's house for a couple of years,

didn't dare risk himfinding it here. Wy
are men so stubborn? And selfish. He
tears his heart out, locks it up and throws
it away! Only he forgot that it's not his
to dispose of. He forgot about the day
that he gave his heart to ne.

M N signs the Form

JCE
| was trying to protect you. | wanted you
to be the wife of a successful, well -
respected witer. Not sone joke in the
Book Review. | was enbarrassed.
couldn't wite and you took a job to pay
the bills. Not the life we dreamed of.

JOE opens the A d Brief Case. He takes out a Manuscript and gives it to
M N.

JCE (CONT' D)
| started witing it while nmy |ast book was
bei ng published. | put it away when the

revi ew cane out.
M N
(reading)
"For Mn, ny Faithful Defender"

JCE



I've kept this |ocked up | ong enough
For gi ve ne?

M N
| did, along tine ago. You just need to
forgive yourself.
PERCY crosses to door with Typewiter.

JCE
Hey, wait a minute with that.

JOE strikes a key.

JCE (CONT' D)
Go Honme, Percy. And thank you.

PERCY
My pl easure.

As PERCY steps into threshold a warm white |light shines on him

PERCY ( CONT' D)
I"'mfeeling a bit |um nous.

PERCY di sappears.

M N
Joe, did you see that? It was like he
just...like he wal ked into..

JCE

Pure joy.

CURTAI N



